
 

 

Collie 
MEDIA RELEASE 
Taking control of our own destiny! 

A group of emerging leaders are preparing to continue the conversations started through the Reimaging 
Collie taskforce as part of a two-year program being funded by the Collie & District Community Branch of 
the Bendigo Bank. 

An advisory committee is working with entrepreneur advocate Kerry Anderson who has developed the 
successful Operation Next Gen program especially for rural towns that are seeking to take control of their 
own destiny and strengthen their future prospects. 

A recent presentation by Kerry in the old Goods Shed convinced local stakeholders that this will be a 
positive move for Collie. 

“While the program will be guided by Kerry, using her experiences from other places, it is really up to the 
Collie community to empower new leaders to help shape our own destiny,” explains Sarah Stanley, one of 
the Advisory Committee members. “New and exciting conversations will be taking place with new people 
in new places.” 

A group of local people representing all sectors of our community are being invited to lead the 
conversation but ultimately everyone will have the opportunity to get involved as the discussion gather 
momentum.  Having an open mind when it comes to positive change and a willingness to think creatively 
and look at existing landscapes with fresh eyes will be integral to the success of this program. 

Ideas already identified through the recent community consultations, and youth and community surveys 
soon to be conducted, will form the basis of the conversation.  As part of the program, Collie’s nominated 
conversation leaders will have the opportunity to develop their leadership skills and network with other 
rural community leaders across Australia and overseas. 

“We are very excited to get involved in long-term planning;” says Julie Hillier, another Advisory Committee 
member. “We will focus on how we can stimulate entrepreneurship, youth connections, leadership, and 
self-investment to build upon our rich history and ensure that Collie continues to be a great place to live and 
work well into the future.” 

Everyone will be able to follow how Collie is taking control of its own destiny through regular updates in the 
Collie Mail and Whispers from the Valley.  There will also be the opportunity to join in as the conversation 
leaders start sharing their exciting plans with the wider community and putting them into action. 

Stay tuned for the announcement of who is leading the conversation commencing next month. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  Kerry Anderson at a recent gathering with local stakeholders discussing how Collie can take control of its own 
destiny thanks to the generous support of the Collie & District Community Branch of the Bendigo Bank. 

For more information about this media release please contact Kerry Anderson (Program Manager) on 
0418 553 719 or Sarah Stanley (Advisory Committee member) on 0408 344 833. 


