
Be Your own Boss Program Outline 

SESSION 1 What is an entrepreneur?  

  OVERVIEW 

  INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY: complete the survey 

  GROUP ACTIVITY: summarise and present their observations 

  VIEW the Operation Next Gen video interviews with young business people 

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  summarise and present their observations 

  CONCLUSION debrief and discuss preparation for next session  

SESSION 2 Why is business so important? 

  OVERVIEW 

  PRESENTATION economic development officer / progress association / employer 

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  summarise and present their observations 

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  interviews with local business people 

 What was their motivation to become a business owner? 

 What was their pathway into business? 

 What skills are required in business? 

 What are the rewards in business? 

 What are the challenges in business? 

 What is their best advice to someone thinking about going into business? 

  GROUP ACTIVITY: summarise and present their observations 

  CONCLUSION debrief and discuss preparation for next session  

SESSION 3 What businesses are relevant to our region? 

  OVERVIEW 

  VIDEO:  Are you Ready? 

  PRESENTATION by economic development officer  

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  analyse local business sector using data available and present their observations 

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  survey local residents and industry to establish gaps and present their  
  observations 

  CONCLUSION debrief and discuss preparation for next session                            …/2 

Tailored to suit your school curriculum and local community  
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SESSION 4-5 Create a business idea 

  OVERVIEW 

  INDIVIDUAL or GROUP ACTIVITY:  identify a business idea for this region 

 Description of business? 

 What research / evidence suggests it will be successful? 

 Infrastructure/resources required? 

 Target market / marketing strategies / pricing? 

 Start-up investment required / sources of investment? 

SESSION 6 What future do you envisage? 

  PRESENTATION of business ideas by students  

  GROUP ACTIVITY:  discuss and critique ideas 

  EVALUATION – individual and group debrief 

The Be Your Own Boss program relates to the Australian Curriculum – 
Economics and Business skills where students get to: 
1. Develop and ask questions about an economics issue and plan and 

conduct a project 
2. Gather relevant data and information from a range of digital, online 

and print sources. 
3. Apply economics and business knowledge, skills and concepts in 

familiar and new situations. 

In general the program aims to: 
 Expose and encourage students to develop enterprising behaviours 

and capabilities 
 Engage students in different ways to explore business and 

entrepreneurship 
 Develop students’ interest and skills in business. 
 Develop skills in decision-making and working cooperatively with 

others. 

Key Student Outcomes: 
 Students enjoyed the opportunity to speak to local business people, 

entrepreneurs and a representative from local government to discuss 
how their businesses operate. 

 Students were enthusiastic and engaged in the program as it was 
relevant to their town. 

 Students had the opportunity to use technology, and ‘Skype’ some of 
the presenters. 

 Our lower literacy students were highly engaged and displayed a 
greater level of involvement and class participation than in normal 
classes. 

 Students particularly valued activities such as interviews and 
researching their own business that encouraged independent thinking 
even though the group work did challenge some. 

Kerry Anderson conducts practical 
and engaging workshops for  

communities, schools and not-for-
profits across Australia.   

M: 0418 553 719 

Be Your Own Boss was trialed with 

Wycheproof P-12 College in 2015 

over six weeks.  Principal, Christine 

McKersie says “I would recommend 

this program to any school.”  

Year 7/8 Economics Teacher, Claire 

Ison, shadowed Kerry throughout 

the program, summarising its  

outcomes (see right). 

Through the benefit of observation 

or a training session with Kerry 

teachers can easily facilitate the 

program themselves. 


